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Medal of Freedom Recipient, Creator of the Yellow First-Down Line for Televised Football
and Olympians Are Members of Historic Second Class of Inductees

New Orleans, La. (October 14, 2012) — There was an abundance of Southern hospitality and
tradition in evidence today as the National Sailing Center & Hall of Fame (NSHOF) inducted
nine of the sport’s significant contributors into the National Sailing Hall of Fame during
ceremonies at the second-oldest yacht club in the U.S.A, Southern Yacht Club in New Orleans.
From the opening notes played by the US Marine Corps band to the closing gun fired by master
of ceremonies and 2011 inductee Gary Jobson, the four living and five posthumously inducted
sailors — including a Medal of Freedom recipient, the father of the yellow first-down line for
televised football, and several Olympians — were celebrated for having persevered to succeed
in the sport. The thread of overcoming adversity made the setting at Southern Yacht Club even
more apropos: after fire ravaged the club in the wake of Hurricane Katrina in 2005, SYC was
seriously impacted when Hurricane Isaac struck this past August — seven years to the day after
Katrina had led to SYC being rebuilt. In the midst of cleaning up from this latest challenge, SYC
missed not a step in planning and executing the second-ever NSHOF induction.
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