Sailing in American Literature

America was shaped by explorers racing to the New World, men-of-war plotting to catch or
elude being caught, entrepreneurial crews of clipper ships rushing their cargos to port, and
fishermen seeking to be the first to get their catch to market. Modern day sailboat racing
reenacts those historical efforts to be the first. And then there is the magical allure of wind,
water and sail and their affect on the human spirit. These are the reasons why, for centuries,
sailing has been inextricably linked to American literature.

We have selected quotes from several authors - both American authors and those who
influenced them - to highlight this connection. We have also chosen to open this exhibit with
three quotes which provide a literary context.

Image: "SWELL" by Thomas Allen .

...over the breaking billows, with bellying sail,
and foaming break, like a flying bird...

- Beowulf
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+107&amp;version=NIVhttp://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+107&amp;version=NIV
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Fenimore_Cooper
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_Waldo_Emerson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Week_on_the_Concord_and_Merrimack_Rivers
http://www.bartleby.com/356/70.html
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/173644
http://www.literaryhistory.com/19thC/Poe.htm
http://whitmanarchive.org/criticism/reviews/rivulets/anc.00201.html
http://www.online-literature.com/melville/mobydick/
http://www.online-literature.com/melville/mobydick/
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http://arthurbarnes.com/?q=node/2
http://www.aquotes.net/mark-twain/mark-twain-twenty-years-from-now-you-will-be-more-disappointed/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Cruise_of_the_Snark
http://www.prattlibrary.org/uploadedFiles/www/locations/central/special_collections/finding_aids/MS%2017%20Sally%20Bruce%20Kinsolving%20Collection.pdf
http://books.google.com/books?id=hp0TAAAAYAAJ&amp;printsec=frontcover&amp;dq=the+maritime+history+of+massachusetts,+samuel+eliot+morison&amp;hl=en&amp;sa=X&amp;ei=0QWyUeLJC8794APKgIEw&amp;ved=0CDMQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&amp;q=the%20maritime%20history%20of%20massachusetts%2C%20samuel%20eliot%20morison&amp;f=false
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http://books.google.com/books?id=iQS56le_O_MC&amp;dq=Eugene+O
http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/43483-for-whatever-we-lose-like-a-you-or-a-me
http://books.google.com/books?id=qAkskx3wspoC&amp;pg=PA341&amp;dq=The+sea+and+the+wind+that+blows+by+eb+white&amp;hl=en&amp;sa=X&amp;ei=SgeyUfXLJLOp4AO2iICYAg&amp;ved=0CC0Q6AEwAA#v=onepage&amp;q=The%20sea%20and%20the%20wind%20that%20blows%20by%20eb%20white&amp;f=false
http://www.southwindssailing.com/boat-preparation-for-hurricane-wilma.php
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/37467-gift-from-the-sea
http://books.google.com/books?id=SRORPwAACAAJ&amp;dq=A+Single+Pebble,+John+Hersey&amp;hl=en&amp;sa=X&amp;ei=GgiyUYf8BPTd4APD_IGABg&amp;ved=0CDcQ6wEwAA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Log_from_the_Sea_of_Cortez
http://writelife.net/2013/03/08/dead-reckoning-and-getting-unstuck-a-repost/
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/79
http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/23950-the-pessimist-complains-about-the-wind-the-optimist-expects-it
http://www.online-literature.com/melville/mobydick/
http://www.online-literature.com/melville/mobydick/
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http://www.online-literature.com/melville/mobydick/
http://www.online-literature.com/melville/mobydick/
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/media/8260
http://www.robertmanryproject.com

